
I. An expression of concern that Soviet ships 

might be 11nder instructions to challenge the quarantine 

and consequently create a -co~Qfro~~att<::>fl at sea between 

Soviet ships and Western Hemisphere ships which could 

lee.d to an. escala,t1_9l1 of violence. 

II. An expression of concern that such a 

confrontation would des ~~o;y-~--ths:-~-2os sibli ty of the talks 

such as you have suggested as a prelude to a political 

settlement. 

III. An expression of hope that Soviet ships will be 

to permit discussions of the modalities of an agreement. 

IV. An expression of your confid e, on the basis 

of Soviet ships not proceeding to Cuba, that the United 

States will avoid a direct confrontation with them during 

the same period in order to minimize chances of an untoward 

incident. 


