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Translated from Russian

Dear U Thant,

I ave received and studied your telsgram of 25 October. I understand
your anxiaety for the preservation of pesce, and I sppreciate highly your
efforts to avert military couflict.

Indeed, if any conflict should arise on the approsches to Cuba - and this
Bay become unavoidable as @ result of the piratical measures taken by the
MMW-MWWWMWQumm
to initiate contacts in order to put an end, on a btasis of negotiation, to the
critical sitmtion that has now been thrust on the world by the aggressive
actions of the United States. ‘

Ve therefore accept your proposal, and have orderwd the masters of Soviet
vesgels bound for Cuba but not yet within the ares of the American warships'
pratical activities to stay out of the interception ares, as you recoamend.

But we bave given thi: order in the hops that the other side will
understand that such a situation, in vhich we keep vessels lmmobilized on the
high seas, must be a purely tamporary onej the period cammot under any
circumstances be of long dwration.

I thank you for your efforts and wvish you success in your ncdle task.
Your efforts to enmure world pesace vill always meet vith understanding and
support on our part. (

The Soviet Government has consistently striven, and is striving, to
strengthen the United Mticns - that internaticoal Organizstion which constitutes
s forum for all countries of the world, regardless of their socio-political
structure, in order that disputes arising may be settled not through war btut

through negotiatiocus.
Accept, Sir, the assurances of xy highest cousideratiom.

N. KERUSHCHEV

26 October 1962

His Excellency U Thant
Acting Secretary-Genersl
United Hationa

New York
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