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Peacekeeping: UN Definition

the deployment of international

military, police and civilian personnel 

to a conflict area, with the consent of 

the main parties to the conflict, 

[acting impartially,] in order to: 

– stop or contain hostilities or

– supervise the carrying out of a 

peace agreement

– [assist with humanitarian 

relief, human rights 

compliance and nation-

building.]
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Source: www.un.org/Depts/dpko/DPKO1.HTM



PSO Types (NATO & UN doctrine)
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Source: adapted from PSTC, EO 401.02
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Canadian Peacekeeping Tradition
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http://www.stratnet.ucalgary.ca/outreach/module2/Readings/images/nobel-peacekeeping.gif
http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/attractions/monuments/peacekeeping_e.html


Sgt Barber

“We Remember”



Evolutionary Model

Four Types/Generations:

1 – Observer

2 – Interposition

3 – Multidimensional

4 - Transitional administration

Canadian leadership …
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Police

http://www.rmoutlook.com/article/20120712/RMO0801/307129998/haiti-an-eye-opener-for-rcmp-corporal



Civil-Military Coord

UN



Canadian Force Commanders (1990s)

BGen Robin Gagnon 

UNTMIH

1997

…None in first decade of 21st century

MGen Roméo Dalliare

& MGen Guy Tousignant

UNAMIR

1994-95

BGen Cam Ross

UNDOF

1998

MGen Clive Milner 

UNFICYP

1988-1992

+ MGen Armand Roy, MINURSO, 1991-1992

LGen Maurice Baril

MNF (Eastern Zaire)

1996

BGen Lewis MacKenzie

ONUCA

1990-1991

BGen Pierre Daigle,

UNSMIH 

1996-1997



Difficult Situations 1993-95

Somalia

Bosnia

Rwanda

http://donika.com/rwanda_8.jpg
http://www.theasc.com/magazine/jan99/dangerous/pg1.htm
http://images.amazon.com/images/P/0871137380.01.THUMBZZZ.jpg


Robust UN Peacekeeping 

Mi-25 Attack Helicopters



PROPOSED OBSERVATION TECHNOLOGIES



UN Uniformed Personnel
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Canada’s contributions since 1950

UNEF

UNFICYP UNEF II

UNOSOM, UNTAC, UNPROFOR

MINUSTAH

UNMEE



Since 1992 …



Canadians View Peacekeeping as …

URL: www.igloo.org/canadasworld/learnmor/quizzesa/pollresu

2008



Canada’s World Survey 2018



“The fact that Canada has nothing to contribute to that conversation 

today is disappointing because this is something that a Canadian Prime 

Minister started, and right now there is a need to revitalize and refocus 

and support peacekeeping operations ….”

– Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau

Leaders’  Peacekeeping Summit 2015

Leaders’  Debate



Mandate Letter:
Hon. Harjit Singh Sajjan, MND

[top priorities]

Work with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to renew Canada’s 
commitment to United Nations peace operations. This includes: 
• making Canada’s specialized capabilities – from mobile medical 

teams, to engineering support, to aircraft that can carry supplies 
and personnel – available on a case-by-case basis; 

• working with the Minister of Foreign Affairs to help the United 
Nations respond more quickly to emerging and escalating conflicts 
and providing well-trained personnel to international initiatives 
that can be quickly deployed, such as mission commanders, staff 
officers, and headquarters units; and 

• leading an international effort to improve and expand the training
of military and civilian personnel deployed on peace operations, 
while insisting that any peacekeepers involved in misconduct be 
held accountable by their own country and the United Nations.

http://pm.gc.ca/eng/minister-national-defence-mandate-letter

http://pm.gc.ca/eng/minister-national-defence-mandate-letter


Canada’s Pledge, August 2016

• Up to 600 troops, 150 police

• $450 million for Peace & 

Stabilization Operations program 

(PSOPs)







Since 2005 …



Canada’s rank among contributors, 1991-
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Current Cdn Contributions

Military Police

MINUSMA 250 (approx.)

MINUJUSTH 17

MONUSCO 8

UNFICYP 1

UNMC

UNMISS 10

UNTSO 4

Total 250+23 17

www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/contributors, 31 October 2018









Women, peace & security

Current Contributions 

• Military women: 14%

• Police women: 6 of 17



UN - NY

Secretariat

General AssemblySecurity Council



“BUILD ON THAT FOUNDATION”

“We made at least a beginning then.  If, 

on that foundation, we do not build 

something more permanent and 

stronger, we will once again have 

ignored realities, rejected opportunities 

and betrayed our trust.”

– Lester B. Pearson

Nobel Prize acceptance speech 

Oslo, Dec. 11, 1957



Peacekeeping is …

… a continuing adventure …


