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Origins



World War I

Clash of empires

Failed balance of power & ñConcert of Europeò

National selfishness and militarism
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Origin of international organization (IO) for peace

Sacrifice, progressive spirit, imperative of prevention

From destruction, new hopes and dreams



The Seed Idea

ñA general association of 
nations must be formed 
under specific covenants for 
the purpose of affording 
mutual guarantees of 
political independence and 
territorial integrity to great 
and small states alike.ò

ïPresident Woodrow Wilson 

Fourteenth Point
8 January 1918

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20164350



League of Nations

Palais des nations, Geneva



Outside the League



World War II

League of Nations unsupported

Declaration by United Nations (1 January 1942)

ñdefend life, liberty, independence and religious freedom, and to 

preserve human rights and justice in their own lands as well as in 

other landsò



UN Charter
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From League to UN

Security Council

Five permanent:

China, France, UK, USA, 

USSR/Russia

Council

Four permanent: 

France, Italy, Japan & UK



Secretariat

Geneva

Palais des Nations

New York

Headquarters



Charter of the United Nations

Preamble

I: Purposes and Principles

II: Membership

III: Organs

IV: The General Assembly

V: The Security Council

VI: Pacific Settlement of Disputes

VII: Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace, 

Breaches of the Peace and Acts of Aggression

VIII: Regional Arrangements . . . 



Article 2, Para 4

2(4): All Members shall refrain 

in their international relations 

from the threat or use of force 

against the territorial 

integrity or political 

independence of any state...

http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter



Article 24

24(1): é Members confer on the Security 

Council primary responsibility for the 

maintenance of international peace and 

security ... 



Article 25

The Members of the United Nations 

agree to accept and carry out the 

decisions of the Security Council in 

accordance with the present Charter.



Article 42

Should the Security Council consider that 

measures provided for in Article 41 would 

be inadequate or have proved to be 

inadequate, it may take such action by 

air, sea, or land forces as may be 

necessary to maintain or restore 

international peace and security. é



Article 50

Nothing in the present Charter shall 

impair the inherent right of individual or 

collective self-defence if an armed 

attack occurs against a Member of the 

United Nations, until the Security Council 

has taken measures necessary to 

maintain international peace and 

security. 



Structure & Composition



Article 23 (para. 1)

The Security Council shall consist of fifteen Members 

of the United Nations. [China, France, USSR, UK, 

and USA] shall be permanent members of the 

Security Council. 

The General Assembly shall elect ten other 

Members of the United Nations to be non-permanent 

members of the Security Council, due regard being 

specially paid, in the first instance to the contribution 

of Members of the United Nations to the maintenance 

of international peace and security and to the other 

purposes of the Organization, and also to equitable 

geographical distribution. é



General Assembly Meets to Discuss Election of Five Non-Permanent Members of the Security Council

A delegate votes on the five non-permanent members of the Security Council. 15 October 2004, UN Photo # 51103



The Assembly: all membres

League

Assembly

UN

General Assembly



Universality of UN membership

Most recent: 

Timor Leste

Montenegro

South Sudan

Timor Leste, 27 Sept 2002
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SC Non-permanent (ñelectedò) 

Members

UN Charter amendment (Dec 1963): 

Non-permanent members from 6 to 10

ï3 Africa

ï2 Asia

ï1 Eastern Europe

ï2 Latin America and Caribbean

ï2 Western Europe and Others Group
(WEOG)

http://www.un.org/Depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml



Western Europe and Others Group 

(WEOG)

ÅAndorra

ÅAustralia

ÅAustria

ÅBelgium

ÅCanada

ÅDenmark

ÅFinland

ÅFrance

ÅGermany

ÅGreece

ÅIceland

ÅIreland

ÅIsrael*

ÅItaly

ÅLiechtenstein

ÅLuxembourg

ÅMalta

ÅMonaco

ÅNetherlands

ÅNew Zealand

ÅNorway

ÅPortugal

ÅSan Marino

ÅSpain

ÅSweden

ÅSwitzerland

ÅTurkey*

ÅUnited Kingdom

ÅUnited States of 

America*

2021-22 Election: Canada, Ireland, Norway













Selected Events



ñPolice Actionò in Korea 1950 
Vindication of Collective Security



US Leadership
U

N

http://www.cottonpickers.org/images/Truman.gif


Stephenson-Zorin, 

Security Council debate

ïOctober 25

Cuban Missile Crisis 

October 1962





SC votes on Resolution 678 ("all necessary meansò to uphold its resolutions, if Iraq does not withdraw from Kuwait)

29 November 1990, UN Photo 31700


