
Touched by the Tools of 
Air Power 

UNMO Sarajevo 1993-94 
(with a Macedonia UNMO footnote) 



The Tools to Be Discussed 

• Combat Aircraft 
• Charter Aircraft 
• Military Airlift 
• Medical Evacuations 
• Charter Aviation 

 
 
 



Situational Awareness 



Belligerents tried 
to re-do the map 
with their colour. 

Sarajevo 



Missing! 
1000+ UNMOs 

Air Forces 

Navies 

20% of 
UNMOs in 
Sarajevo 



Fall 93 Terror! 
Seeking 
Intervention 
Feb Ceasefire  
Gorazde 
Snipers and 
Trenches 

My “Take” as SMO 
 Oct 93-Jul 94 



NFZ successfully in place in October 93.  
Only heard a suspected AN-2 Colt overflying Sarajevo 
one night during my nine months as SMO 

The consequence.  
The Bosnian Serbs tried to Terrorize Sarajevo with  
ARTILLERY. 



The Siege of Sarajevo 

Introduction 

Airport and Tunnel 



Number from ICTY trial where submitted as evidence 



UNMO Observation Posts 
• UNARMED ! 
• TEAMS of 

DIFFERENT 
NATIONALTY 

• DIFFERENT 
CHAIN OF 
COMMAND 



Airport Approach 
  

Looking to Papa 5 
From Airport Rd 

Looking to Transport  
On approach from P5 



 

SMO of not just  
Sarajevo! 



Zepa 

Gorazde 

Sarajevo 



Gorazde Pocket-Bosnians Armed 
Only UN presence, UNMOs 



Zepa Pocket- Demilitarized 

Ukraine UN Company, UNMO 
team 

UNMO Village (8,000) 



UNMO (Patrols) 
• Investigate 

Complaints made by 
belligerents 

• To check something 
unusual 

• To respond to a 
request 

• To follow-up  
• Only presence on 

the Serb side Restrictions on 
Freedom of Movement 



Zepa 

Gorazde 

Sarajevo 

Aerospace Evidence of  
Burnt Villages (20?) 

Suspected that the Bosnians 
were Terrorizing isolated 
Serb farm hamlets 

Failure to 
share 
Intelligence !! 



UN Chartered Transport 

Zagreb Sarajevo 



Sarajevo Airlift 
12,895 sorties 

Ancona Sarajevo 



My Yak 40 Story Apr 94 



UNMO Activities 

 
• OP or LP on flight 

path 
• Liaison 
• Patrols 
• Special missions 
• Papa 5 
• Ceasefire setup  



Air Drops 

 

DZ Zepa 
Airhead  
Frankfort 

USAF 2,200 airdrop  
sorties 



Zepa 

 
UNMO Village Materials 

Civilian Police Winter Uniforms 

Zepa 



Medevac 

  
• Gorazde Fall 1993 
• Zepa Spring 1994 
• Sarajevo Mar 1994 
• Gorazde Apr 1994 
• Sarajevo Interpreter 



 

CAS or Air Strike? 





Page 1 of 11 outlining 
Targets provided by 
 NATO assets which 
Had to be investigated 

Jahorina EW Rad 



Verification and Move to WCP 

All Indirect Fire 
Weapons over 81mm 
Size Collected 



Observation Posts 
became Listening 
Posts. 



Gorazde Safe Haven 

Only UNMOs present 
augmented by JCOs (SAS) 



Blue Sword Timelines April 1984 

9 April -Airport Conference Fails 
10 April -Blue Sword initiated 
              -USAF F-16s Strike 
11 April -USMC F-18s Strike 
16 April -RAF Harrier Shot Down 
18 April -JCO Air Controllers Withdrawn 
19 April -Ceasefire 
21 April -TEZ created.  
Deployment British battalion commences 
 

 
NATO Photo Credits 



All my UNMOs on the Serb side (72 
in total) taken hostage with varying 
degrees of treatment on April 11 

A Dutch UNMO travelling from Zepa 
to Sarajevo on April 11 to catch a 
flight to see his dying wife 
disappeared for a week triggering 
an international Dutch PM to 
Milosevic conversation. 



Trenches and Snipers 



Serb Feared Masses of Bosniaks 
would emerge from these tunnels 



Operation  

Deny Flight 

Operation Provide Comfort 

Command and Control? 

Two UNMOs that I knew 
went on to serve as 
Liaison Officers at 
Aviano and Frankfort. 



Macedonia Aviation Patrol 

Tacon to Me one afternoon a week 

More than touched- Employed this asset 



Macedonia Foot Patrol 



Touched ? 

• Aerospace Surveillance 
• Operation Deny Flight-NFZ 
• Operation Provide Promise-UNHCR 
• UN Charter Transport 
• UNPROFOR Medevac 
• Operation Deny Flight- CAS 
• Macedonia Footnote 



 Were they touched by 
the tools of 
Airpower? 

 

The Real End Objective 
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