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Conceptions and Misconceptions

* Most dangerous point

= Not just "13 Days” but over a month
= Not just “eyeball to eyeball” but ...
= Negotiated (teams in NY)

= Mediated by UN Secretary-General
Proposals, shuttle diplomacy, forum for agreement

Note: image sources are given in the Notes page under the PPT slides
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M19tgYuwVWc



Ba

ckground
Cold War
Space race
Berlin Blockade / Berlin Walll
Arms race, Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)
US Jupiter IRBMs in Italy & Turkey in striking range of Moscow
Electioneering: “missile gap”
Bay of Pigs (April 1961)
Operation Mongoose (spring to 30 October 1962)
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Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev

charms and threatens West
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gains new friend in Cuba




Kennedy informed of nuclear missile base
construction in Cuba — October 16
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National Security Adviser Secretary of State Secretary of Defense

McGeorge Bundy Dean Rusk Robert McNamara



Military Chiefs




Kennedy informs Thant — October 20
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Denounces Attack on India

Address to the Nation
October 22
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UNITED STATES AND CUBA, 1961-1962
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Soviet submarines forced to surface
(US not aware of nuclear-tipped torpedoes)

(October 27)

US destroyer Joseph P. Kennedy
stops & boards and inspects Marucla
(dry-cargo ship of Lebanese reqistry
under Soviet charter)

(October 26)




UN Security Council: Forum for Debate and World Opinion



Valerian Zorin Adlai Stevenson



U Thant, Amb. Zorin (Soviet rep. chairing Security Council)
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Chmese Sfep Up Offensive, Drwe On lndlan Tuwn

LATIN AMERICANS BACK U.S.;
NEUTRALS ASK UN INTERVENE

‘: Delegation Prepares
Plea to U Thant

Remove Cuban Missiles,
Stave

Be Ready ta Fight,
Castra's Dare to U.5.

Stock Prices Tumble
As Tension Meounts

ssdm Tri

Khrushchevy Misjudged Spirit of

MNo S'!.rs:fem ﬂesigned
Toe Warn of Missiles

Launch From Soufh

America, Character “of Ken nedy

| 70 @.m. Start Ordered
On Search of Ship

Kennedy Risking War,
Russian P.l.-ply Seays

Guilr}' al Decaplion,
Britain Says of Russia




Thant’s First Appeal (October 24)

o Khrushchev:
Soviet vessels to stay
away from the
Interception area

« Kennedy:
withdraw quarantine

 Begin talks
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SOME SOVIET SHIPS SAID TO VEER FROM CUBA;
KHRUSHCHEYV SUGGESTS A SUMMIT MEETING;
THANT BIDS U. S. AND RUSSIA DESIST 2 WEEKS
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“We're eyeball to eyeball, and | think the other
fellow just blinked.”
— Secretary of State Dean Rusk



Castro calls on the Soviets
to launch a pre-emptive

nuclear strike on the United
States

l

Havana, Oclober 26, 1962
Dear Comrade Khrushchev:

From an analysis of the situation and the fepors in our possession, | consider
that the aggression ts almost imminent within the next 24 or 72 hours.

Thete ars 1wo possible variants: the firsl and likellest one 1s an air attack against
cenaln targels wilh the limhed objeclive o! desuoying them; the secong, iess
probable aithough possibia, is Invasion | understand that this vanant woulo cali
for a large numbaer of forces and it is, in addition, the most rapulsive {form of

- aggression, which mught inhibit them.

You can rest 2sswred thal we will fitmly and resolutely resist altack, whatever i
may be.

The mo:ale of the Cuban peopie Is axlrarne!y high and 1he aggressor wili be
conironied heraically.

Ai lhis 1ime | want 10 conyey 1o you brielly my personal opinion.

I7 the second varian: is Implemenied and the impariaksis invade Cuba wiih 1he goai
0! occupyind R, the danger that thai aggressive policy poses 10 humianay is 50 greai
tha! foliowing that event the Sovie: Union must never allow the circumstances in
which the impsrialists could [aunch the first nuclear strike against il

118l you this becausse | believe 1hat the imperialists’ aggressiveness is exiremely
Czngerous and & they actually carry oul the brutai 2t of inwading Cubz i viole-
ton of internaional faw and morahty, that would be the momen! 10 6hminale suzh
dganger forever through an act & clear legiiimale delense, however haisn and
1giridle tne solution would be, 1ofr there is, NG other.

It nzs influenced My Opinion 10 See how LNis agaiessive policy is developing.
how 1ng imperialists, disregarding world public opirvon and ignoring ]:Hml:r;:lles
and the law, zre blockading lthe seas, violaling our airspace and prepanng an
invasion, whilz 2t 1ne same time {rusiraung every possibilay for 1alks, even mough
they zre awere of the seriousness of the problem.

You have Deen and conlinue 10 be a lireless delender of peace and | realize
how bitler these hours must be, when the guicoms of your superhuman efons
is s0 seriously threatensd. However, up 10 the 1ast moment we will mainiain 1ha
hope (43t paace wili be safeguarged and we afe willing 10 contribute 1o this 2s
much s we ¢an Bul 2t the same lime, we are ready 10 ::almly confron 2 sauzion
whicH we view 2s qQuite feal and quie dasa

Once more I convay 10 you the infinite gratityde and recognilion of Qur people

1o the Sovie! people who-have been so generous and fraternal with us, as well

as our profound gralitude and admiration for you, and wish you success in me
hugse fask and sernous respons:blimes ahead of you,

Fraternally, ' : ' -

Fidel Casiro

“The Soviet Union must never allow ...
Imperialists [to] launch the first nuclear strike




Kennedy Requests Second Appeal

h as you !
settlement.
III. An expresslon of hope that Soviet ships will be
interception area for a limited time in order

the modalities of an agreement.

slon of your confidence, on the basis

ships not proc ding %o Cuba, that the Unilted
confrontation with them during
chances of an untoward

incident.




Thant’s Second Appeal (October 25)

 Khrushchev:
Soviet vessels to
stay away from the
Interception area

 Kennedy: US
vessels to do
everything possible
to avoid direct
confrontation



|\ g PRESS-RELEASE

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS
480 PARK A 2N

Khrushchev replies
to first appeal.

“| agree with your
proposal which
meets the interests
of peace.”

— October 25




Stephenson & Zorin,
Security Council debate
— October 25

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSV9 J8Csts
(go to 4:00 minutes)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSV9_J8Csts




Khrushchev response
to second appeal:

“We therefore accept
your proposal and
have ordered the
masters of Soviet
vessels ... to stay out
of the interception
area, as you
recommend.”

— October 26
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Tanilatsd from Passian
Confdentisl
Dear U Tant,

I lmve recelved and stodied your telsgrem of 25 Ostober. I understand
your snxiety for the pressrvetion of pescs, and [ spprecists highly your
afforts to avert mllitary coaflict.

Indesd, if moy conflict should arise oo the appromches to Cubs - and this
may becoms wavoidables ar & remlt of the plretios] ssssures taken by the
Doited States - this would beyond question serieusly compliosts the dndssyours
to initiste contacts in order to put an end, on & tasis of megotisticn, to the
eritioal sitution thet has now besn thrust om the world by the aggresaive
actions of the United Statas.

Vs therefore acoapt your proposal, and bave ordered the msters of Borist
vessals boumd for Cuba but oot yet within the ares of the Assrican wrships’
piratice]l setivitiss to stay out of the intereeption ares, &8 you recossend,

Bt we bave glven thiz srdar in the bope that the other sdide will
understand that such & sdtwation, in which we keep vessols lmmohiliced on the
high sess, mast be & parely tesporary ooe) the pericd cameot under any
circusstances be of long duretlion.

I thank you fer your sfforts sand wish you success in your poble task.
Tour sffcrts to snsurs world pesce will alweys sset vith understanding aod
support o our part.

The Soviet Gowermssnt as consistently striven, and is siriving, to
strengthen ths Uuitsd Btioss - that intsrmations]l Organisstion which sonstitutss
s forum for all countries of the vorld, regardlesss of their sccie-pelitical
strusture, in order that disputss arising sy be settled pot through wr but
through begotistions.

Accept, Eir, the ssscances of xy highest consideraticn.

K. EERUSHCHEY

25 Ootober 1962

Hs Excellency U Thacot
Acting Secretary-Osoeral
United Sntioos

Hew Tork
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Conferences Will t’.'lpen raduy

SOVIET U.S. AGREE TO HOLD
PRELIMINARY TALKS ON CUBA

Monastery Town PM Repors
Falls to Chinese All Forces
In Bitter Battle Pmmﬁlﬁ”

~ == High Drama in UN
As Stevenson, Lorin
Clash af Meeﬁng

Wun # aigree
To Inquiry,
Leftist Goes =

LS. Siops Tanker,
Lets it Carry On

‘Cabinet Shuffle Stresses Youth; =
“Cass A:_ppuinfed Attorney-General =

Businessman
Likens Banks
To Gangslers

Caonada's Stand on Cuba
Criticized by Truman

Island Parking Mefers
" Considered for Yachts
“By Metro Parks Chief

= Firm Short $350,000;
= |Brockville Police Humt
.'._.Runawar ﬂ'.fandr: 3'6

Ottowa Wishy-Washy,
Young PCs Charge

b Pl s el

 Bwds Planned Boses ax Berlin Lever, U5, Wiew

Kenn&dv-l( hr ush :hev Con fe rence Naw

_T ho_-l._l_ght Unlikely




Thant with Zorin ( and translator)



High level negotiators sent to New York

3 ¢ o .hr
i"»" JE o
Vasily Kuznetsov - John J. McCon
Soviet First Deputy Minister of Assistant Secretary of War (1941-45)

Foreign Affairs



Thant quotes Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos:

“‘If the United States could give us assurances, by
word and deed, that it would not commit acts of
aggression against our country, we solemnly
declare that there would be no need for our
weapons and our armies ...."”

“Here again | feel that on the basis of discussion
some common ground may be found through
which way may be traced our of the present
Impasse.”
— Thant, in UN Security Councll,
October 24

Thant converted communist propaganda into practical solution to crisis
(basis of final settlement)



Thant suggests:

standstill on missile site construction
In exchange for

US pledge to not invade Cuba

Interim solution to give
parties time to negotiate
final settlement




Kennedy & Rusk refer frequently to Thant’s initiatives
as reason not to take more offensive measures




October 27 (Black Saturday)
SAC Alert to Defcon 2 (next to war)
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A NAVY HELICOPTER HOVERS OVER RUSSIAN SUBMARINE

n"" ey

Soviet submarine armeéT with. n'uc ar torpedo=
Second-in-command Vasili Arkhlpov Sy
refused to launch torpedo




Soviet SAM downs U-2

killing pilot, Maj. Rudolf
Anderson
(Oct 27)

U-2 from Alaska strays into Soviet airspace;

MiGs scrambled but do not catch it
(Oct 27)

Kennedy learns of

unauthorized US military nuclear test
(Oct 26)

Chama



Robert Kennedy

Secret talks with Soviet
ambassador Anatoly
Dobrynin

Offers removal of US
Jupiter missiles from
Turkey (secret deal)



“[We are] face to face with the danger of war and of
nuclear catastrophe, with the possible result of
destroying the human race . . . to save the world,
we must retreat.”

— Khrushchev, October 28

Washington receives the
news of Khrushchev’s
acceptance of the US
proposal

Thant announces trip to Havana to seek Castro’s
consent for UN mission to verify the dismantling of
missile sites

— October 28
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U.S. AND SOVIET REACH ACCORD ON CUBA;
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Shuttle diplomacy
(US and Soviet teams in separate rooms on 38! floor of Secretariat maintaining

contact with their capitals)

Thant moves between delegations

>\
A“k

(Rikhye on left, Thant centre and Soviets on right)
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CRISIS EASES

Wary U.S. Awaits

Missile Removal

T Li =P
A - ED LI

"Crisis Eases — Wary U.S. Awaits Missile Removal"
Universal Studios, 29 October 1962
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U.S. ARMS SPED
AT NEHRU PLEA
A8 CHINA GAINS

Mﬂﬂ MEN LOST

Gasualﬁeﬁ Are Listed
-by New Delhi—Two |
" Ladakh Posts Fall

By A M. ROSENTHAL
Epesial 5 Tha New Tork Tizm

NEW DELHL Oct. 26—FPrima
Minister Jawaharlal HNehro
Hade am Urgent request to the
United Biates today for mili-
tary assistanee against  Ghe
Chinese Commusisia. Ha =
ceived an imeadiabe pldge that
wmapans wogld be Tushed o
Indla.

United States nir transports
Tekded with piss and searmini=
thon are expeiied Lo arrive by
this end of this weeh. They will
opem a vital mepply line to Indis
= Elma of crisls and begin a
bistorie new chapber in reda-
tlons kmlween the countrie.

* This was ibe fiest time In
Indin's 15 trowbied years of in-
dependence thai she had mads

reglona, Thess shortcomings, |vears”
| in term, were lad to the In- v P to Kremiin
As m result, he said: “The

EISENHOWERSAYS
(.0.P. FURNISHED
INPETUS ON CUBA

Asserts at Campaign Rally
in Syracuse That Party
Frudded the I"reultlant

By WARBEN WEAVER Jr

Echil B Tha Hew Terk Tie
EYBACUEE, Oot. 2%
Former Presidest Dwight D
Elzenhower declared  tomight
that Repohblican prepanedness
mist Sroaps had conquered o |And Republican proddieg Bad
wocupled ut Jeast 500 pquare [Snabled President Eamedy to
miiles of dispubed territory In |m. toreedully In the Cuban
border fighting with India |r_r.:m
since Bapt. & | "L was proed Edesd,” he said
They =&l 2,000 squers
milis had been seized In
Ladakh, whore the Chinese
already held an  estimabed
total of 12500 sguare miles.
Thris thousand sguare miles
Bawe been fekex In hand
fighting L= the Nortk East
Frantier Ageney.

The spurces, who wene well
qualified, also indicated that
tha TIndian troops, despite

IS,-W# Sqtmre Miles
Taken From India

By DAYID RINDER

Eprcil e The Hew Teork Tiem
WASMINGTON, Oct, H—
Diplamatio sources sabd here
today ikat Chinese Comerm.

niE, “that it wasd & recommeade- |
tlom of t1he Brpobiicen esders of
the Cangress thet first inepired
the joint Congressionnl resslu-
Liem umder which the President
wias kbl te mct n this latest
crfsis, foroefully and with the
wartginty of Congressions] ap-
provel of his st
Heralling his own Admimistras
tan, ke declared; "The presemt
good training, were nol con- |military resdinesa of the na-
ditionsd to the mountkin fer- |ton weould not exist were i not
raim of the northeen frontiee |for the work of those eight

In a speech al o casigakin din-|

AIR GHEHIGIJFS 0N

Missile Sites 1|'|‘lat»:h!:vcl
Despite Suspension
of Quarantine

By TAD S2ULD
BpHl 18 Tab S E Ve T
WAEHINGTOMN, et

(The Uniled Biabes will U 12x
|blockade of Cuba for two days,

beginning bomermow  morming,
thi While House anneisced to-
might,

The anmouncamest sald thaet
“the saforeemiest of the quaran-
time hag been wohmtarily stie-
pendéd” In résganse Lo & pequest
by T Thast, Acling Becratary
Geniera]l of the Usibed Nations,
whi 15 flying to Havena tomer-
row for two days of talie,

This gesture  loward Br.
Thant emphesized the easlng of
tenstans in the sght.day Cuban

W“Fmt*ﬁ'lm”ﬂcmm ln Chied, sare of

& direct appeal for. mAlitary
Belp, MNew Duwlhi bad always
feared that such sn appeal
might mmpromise her polioy of
dinaligmament,

Appeal Hus Ramificstioas

Mr, Nehrn i nat expected o
abandon his policy of refesing
aliarce with blos of the Enast
or West. But the fact that in
keer hiear of dusger from Cem-

CLBERT RETURN v imiis
10 FACE CHARGES

|'|F|'|1H! I:he patlon's JI:‘!IJI'"‘.;I
Financier Flics Back From

apainal e Immediale treal to
it. Tareafter, the man in Lhe)
Brazil and Appears in 2

Eremlly seemed bo have some,
| sevond thoughis”

Addressing about 6000 spec-|
iatare mnd L0 disarm mL B
§100-a-platy Linner, General

imenhower gawe Bis “enthiisd-
0o s

e

erisis, The Unfled States Kept
up 18 &ir and raval survelllance
of the island and maintained &
cautious diplomstic poabure.

Blanksde Hulbs At § AN

A Detenss Degarisdnt apoiess
man sadd that the gerasiine
(imposed st Wednesday o pre-
(et Qhe hJJLi'.'.I.L:p of Bowiet mis-
slie heers In "Cuba, would b
lifted &t dayight tomocrow, of
about 8 AM. Essterm slasdand

THANT’S CUBA TALKS ‘FRUITFUL’;
HE WILL FLY TO HAVANA TODAY
BLOCKADE HALTED DURING TRIP

UK. ﬂHIEFGUHFERE

Sees Soviet and U.S._I:
Envoys—30 Aides fo .-

Accompany Him

By THOMAS J. HAMILTON <
Specil b3 Toe dew ot Tiam A
UNITED NATIONS, N. T
Ot ST Thant, the Acting
Bacratary Ceneral, canferred te-
day with the Boviat and United
States envays dealing with ﬂ*
Cuban crisis,
M, Thast will fly ta Cubd
iomorrow  with his peiscipal

fi |sasiatants, He will discuss with:

&l | the Castro Government Srranges

|.l|n-.|ud.
MEET AT U.N.: U Thast, Asting Secretary General of the United Nathons, with Vasily
¥. Humnetsor, beside him, Premier Khrushehev's spesial representative for the Cuhan
negotintions; Valerian A, Eorin, Soviet delegaie to UN, snd Brig. Indar Jit Rikhye,

military adviser to Mr, Thant,

EUROPEANS HAIL |Air Attack on Cuban Bases

L]

e

Mr. Kuznetsow arrived om Sumiday for falks sbout Coka.

A ii=1000i:1:R0 0 T 'I:IHH.I"\! [I.I.—u. E‘-.--.

| I o D P |

Bl [ments for verification by the-

Tnited Nations of the dismas-
tling of Soviet missie bases and”
the relun of missbes to the Bo1
wiml Treten,

Vasily ¥, Kometsov, Premier
Ehrushobey's speoial represent=’
ative, met with U7 Thant, Acting
Becnelary Geasrsl, in e morms

bi Unitiad Nations spokesman
said lnter that this discussios”
and & subsequent meeting be-
tween  the Acting  Esereiary
General and Adlsl B, Stensos
of the Tnited Slales wen bolh
“fruliful,”
P'remier Sends Greetings
EFeliabie sources maid that Mr,




Thant travels to
Cuba

US lifts quarantine during
trip
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MRBM LAUNCH SITE 2
SAN CRISTOBAL '

E - | ]
MISSILE-RENDY TENT =&
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Soviet
general
explains
dismantling

Thant asks when missiles completely dismantled?
In three days (Nov. 2)



CONFIDENTIAL.

.s-li.-vdn
Notes on mygmeeting with Premler Fidel Castro of
Cuba in Havana on the 31st of October, 1962.

ﬁmqmwfz

p—— es ,

President Dorticies, Premier Fidel Castro and Forelgn

Minister Roa. On my side I attended the meeting edenes Myt =
ey .

Castro was in a bitter mood. He was angry both with

Premier Khrushchev and President Kennedy. He started the

meeting with a long statement denouncing Premler Khrushchev

for having given a pledge to President Kennedy to demolish

the missile sd@hts in Cuba and thelr Hitherawal from Cuban

soll without getting prior agreement the Government of

Cuba. He stressed the fact that Cuba 18 an independent

sovere state and anything involving Cuban territory
belonged legitimately to the Cuban Government. Since
Khrushchev had already made a commitment to Kennedy to
demolish and withdraw the missiles already installed on

Cuban soil without the knowledge and consent of the
Cuban Government, there was no alternative for him 1

= 1 4 &
A

denounce the Soviet Governmeni pubJi




“#7° October 31

v
’-'1- ‘!N. Returning to NY
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“Bombers of November”

llyushin 28 jet bombers (nuclear capable)
BEAGLE IL-78
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Kennedy “instructed the US negotiating team in New York
not to let the deal get hung up on the issue”
(D. Coleman, The Fourteenth Day)



After extensive negotiations, on November 19,

Castro finally told Thant that he would agree to
removal of IL-28 bombers

Kennedy withdraws quarantine on November 20

(Crisis not “13 days” but two months)



Soviet ship Kasimov with IL-28 bomber fuselages in crates



Draft Protocols

= US doesnotintend to
invade Cuba

= provided no nuclear
weapons or other
offensive weapons are
reintroduced into Cuba

= and provided Cuba
does not take action to
threaten the peace of
Western Hemisphere

— November 26
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Draftt Declaration - Cuba

etary-0

sult of all this an agre




Conclusions

 Thant’s initiative gave Khrushchev way
out

 Kennedy’s saw importance of
honorable alternative and
using skilled intermediary

e Thant formula saw the missile sites
dismantled in mere days

 Thant received first-hand reports of
dismantling

 Negotiated and
MEDIATED conflict resolution

e UN served as critical instrument between
superpowers



Stevenson:

“the Secretary General’s intervention
led to the diversion of the Soviet ships
headed for Cuba and interception by
our Navy. This was the indispensable
first step in the peaceful resolution of
the Cuban crisis.”

U Thant unanimously elected to
extended term November 30

Joint US-Soviet letter from

negotiating teams:

“appreciation for your efforts in assisting
our Governments to avert the serious
threat to peace which recently arose in the
Caribbean area.” (January 7, 1963)
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Kennedy:

“U Thant has |
put the world
deeply In his
debt”
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Additional materials

» Primary Sources used

See http://walterdorn.org

= Publications

How a UN Secretary-General averted doomsday

(Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2012, full piece; pdf);

5o years ago: The Cuban Missile Crisis and its underappreciated hero
(Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2012, online op-ed)

Unsung Mediator: U Thant and the Cuban Missile Crisis (html) (pdf)
(J. Diplomatic History, 2009)



http://walterdorn.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=168&catid=1&Itemid=4
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/early/2012/10/10/0096340212464363.full.pdf+html
http://thebulletin.org/web-edition/features/50-years-ago-the-cuban-missile-crisis-and-its-underappreciated-hero
http://thebulletin.org/web-edition/features/50-years-ago-the-cuban-missile-crisis-and-its-underappreciated-hero
http://walterdorn.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=144&catid=2&Itemid=4
http://www.walterdorn.org/pdf/CubanMissileCrisis-UnsungMediator_Dorn-Pauk_DiplHistory_Vol33No2_Apr2009.pdf
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